THOMAS RUMBOLD
master before he had well served two-thirds of his time.
This elopement obliged him to pursue some irregularities
to support himself. He absconded from his father's house,
and having a desire to see London, he came up to town,
where, getting into the company of a notorious gang of
robbers, he went on the highway, and frequently took a
purse. This course he continued some time, in conjunc-
tion with confederates; but having a mind to make prizes
by himself, he ventured by himself, committing several
depredations on his countrymen, the following whereof
have come to our hands.
One time, being informed that the Most Reverend Dr
William Sancroft, Archbishop of Canterbury in the reign
of King James II,, was to make a journey from Lambeth
Palace to the city of Canterbury, he was determined to
waylay him ; and accordingly, getting sight of him between
Rochester and Sittingbourne, in Kent, he gets into a field,
and spreading a large tablecloth on the grass, on which he had
placed several handfuls of gold, he then takes a box and dice
out of his pocket, and falls a-playing at hazard by himself.
His Grace riding by that place, and espying a man shaking
his elbows by himself, sent one of his footmen to know the
meaning of it. The man was no sooner come up to Rumbold,
who was still playing very eagerly, swearing and staring like
a fury at his losses, but he returns to the reverend prelate,
and telling him what he had seen, his Grace stepped out of
his coach to him, and seeing none but him, asked him who
he was to play with? " Damn it," said Rumbold, " there's
five hundred pounds gone. Pray, sir, be silent." His Grace
going to speak again: "Aye," said Rumbold, "there's
a hundred pounds more lost." " Prithee," said the Arch-
bishop, " who art thou to play with ? " Rumbold replied,
" With ------."    " And how will you send the money to
him ? " " By," said Rumbold, " his ambassadors ; and there-
fore, looking upon your Grace to be one of them extra-
ordinary, I shall beg the favour of you to carry it him."
Accordingly, giving his Grace about six hundred pounds in
gold and silver, he put it into the seat of his coach, and away